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Welcome to Worship 
 

SUNDAY, 
 7th of January, 2024 

 
The Lord’s Day  

 
Lord’s Supper Service 
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Welcome to Shore Presbyterian Church 
 

New to Church? We do understand that coming to a church meeting can be an 
uncomfortable experience for many people. We don’t want you to feel anxious. Our 
style is relaxed and friendly and nobody will be put on the spot or asked to do 
something unfamiliar. You can simply be here and observe or participate to the 
degree you are comfortable. You do not have to be a Christian; this is an opportunity, 
in a non-threatening environment to learn more about who Jesus is and why we want 
to follow him. If you don’t feel like praying, singing, or even standing up you don’t need 
to, no one will think less of you. We will try to explain some aspects of the meeting as 
we go but we realise that some of our practices may seem strange. If you have any 
questions about why we do any of the things we do please don’t hesitate to ask anyone 
who’s involved with the service.  Our pastor would love to answer any questions you 
have about the service or the message. 
 

Thanks again for joining with us this morning. We hope you find the time to be both 
encouraging and thought provoking. Please join us after the service for coffee, tea 
and snacks.  
 
A Note about Children in Worship  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.”  (Mt. 19:14).  It might be a bit uncommon for children 
to be in worship for the duration of the service in the broader church today, but we 
are glad for them to be present.  There is little of greater importance that learning to 
worship our God.  Our children learn to worship, not by being absent from worship, 
but by being in worship.  It could be stretching or uncomfortable at times for the 
congregation, or especially parents of squirming children.  But we want to keep the big 
picture in view, and as a congregation, support and pray for God’s Word to take deep 
root in the hearts of our children, and by His Spirit, produce fruit for His glory.  We do 
not want to tolerate them, or merely keep our children quiet, but help them see and 
savour Jesus Christ.    
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Call to Worship   2 Cor 5:21 & Psalm 95:6-7,1 (Responsive)  
(Call):  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  
 
(Response): Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the 
LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand.  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation!  
  
Invocation 1 
 
Song of Adoration & Praise    
Jesus Messiah 
Author: Chris Tomlin 

He became sin who knew no sin 

That we might become his righteousness 

He humbled himself and carried the cross 

Love so amazing, love so amazing  
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 

Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 

Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
  
His body the bread, his blood the wine 

Broken and poured out all for love 

The whole earth trembled 

And the veil was torn 

Love so amazing, love so amazing  
Jesus Messiah, name above all names 

Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 

Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
  
All our hope is in you 

All our hope is in you 

All the glory to you, God 

The light of the world (REPEAT) 

 
1 An invocation is simply a prayer that calls upon God’s presence, assistance, and blessing during worship. 
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Jesus Messiah, name above all names 

Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven 

Jesus Messiah, Lord of all. 
 
Confession of Sin    Isaiah 53:6 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 
Assurance of Grace    Isaiah 53:5 
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we 
are healed.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for Grace  
 
Pastoral Prayer with Dedication of Offering 
This will normally include opportunity for you to share things you are thankful for or 
want to ask God for. Although the pastor is the one who prays aloud we can all pray 
together and express in our hearts the things that we want to bring to a gracious God. 
In this way too we practise love and care for one another. 
 
Giving to the Lord is a free will offering from the hearts of those who believe in Jesus 
for salvation. No one will be asked to give; this is simply between you and the Lord. 
Please see footnote for further information about the offering.2 
 
Song of Preparation for Hearing God’s Word  
Speak O Lord 
Authors: Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

To receive the food of your Holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in your likeness, 

 
4 Shore Presbyterian Church Giving Information 
Throughout the Bible the giving of tithes and offerings has always been seen as a part of the believer’s worship to God.  Apart from other charitable giving it’s 
important for Christians to help financially sustain the ministry of the local church they are a part of.  If you wish to become a regular giver at Shore Presbyterian, 
please see our Treasurer Miriam Burden who can provide you with a number so that you can receive a tax receipt at the end of the financial year. There are two 
ways to give: you can place your offering in the box in the entrance. If you wish to receive a tax receipt at the end of the year you can put the offering in an 
envelope with your number on it. You can also give online through automatic deposit.  The Shore Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3059-0631003-
00. Make sure you record your number with the deposit. 
If you have any questions, please talk with an elder or with our Church Treasurer Miriam Burden (imaburden2@gmail.com). 
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That the light of Christ might be seen today 

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All your purposes for your glory. 
  
Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility; 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

In the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 

Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow’r that can never fail— 

Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
  
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us— 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built 

And the earth is filled with your glory. 
 
Kids Message and Prayer for our children  
 
Scripture Reading        Luke 9:57-62   (Church Bible p.868) 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Message    Luke 9:57-62  “The Final Test to Become a Disciple” 
Message outline for your notes, thoughts, questions 
 
 
1- What is the value of things to you? 
 
2- What value do people have for you? 
 
3- What value does Jesus desire have to you? 
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The Lord’s Supper   Who is this for?   Jesus himself has appointed this means 
of remembering His death on the cross and the benefits that come to us. It is an 
opportunity to feed on Him by faith and to be strengthened as His followers. 
Therefore, it is appropriate that only those who are truly Christians should 
participate. That is, those who profess faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord, who are 
baptised into His church and who seek to live obedient lives. If this does not describe 
you, we encourage you not to take the bread or wine but to use the opportunity to 
consider the things you have heard in today’s service and to consider the claims of 
Christ and what they mean for you. You may find some help in one of the prayers 
printed on page 11. If you have questions about these things, please contact one of 
the Elders. 
 
Institution of the Lord’s Supper   Matthew 26:26-29 
 
Confession of Faith   Apostles Creed  3 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 4 

The third day He arose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

 
3 The Apostles’ Creed dates to the time shortly after Jesus’ apostles and expresses the core tenets of the faith, held and taught 
by Jesus’ apostles. 
4 There is admittedly some confusion about this phrase in the creed. Calvin and other Reformers affirmed its place and usage.  
It’s best understood to mean that Christ underwent not only a bodily death but experienced the fullness of God’s wrath in order 
to appease and satisfy his justice.  In this way he “descended into hell.”  
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the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayer at the Lord’s Table    
 
(Song of Reflection)  
(While the elements are served use this song to reflect & quietly draw near to the Lord.)  
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Author: Isaac Watts 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Song of Response    
O Church Arise   
Authors: Stuart Townend, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Chris Tomlin 
 

O Church, arise, and put your armor on; 
Hear the call of Christ our captain. 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth, 
We’ll stand against the devil’s lies. 
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An army bold, whose battle cry is Love, 
Reaching out to those in darkness. 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 
But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 
We will fight with faith and valor. 
When faced with trials on every side, 
We know the outcome is secure. 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died: 
An inheritance of nations. 

Chorus: 
Arise, shine for your light has come 
Arise, shine for the Risen Son 
Lift your eyes, we are His radiant bride 
Arise, o church arise! 

Come, see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 
As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
For the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away, 
And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This victory march continues till the day 
Ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him. 

So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride; 
Give grace for every hurdle, 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old, still line the way, 
Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls, and hunger for the day 
When with Christ we stand in Glory. 
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BENEDICTION5    1 Corinthians 15:58 
May you be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.   
 
 

Questions for Contemplation or Discussion 

Scripture Reading   Luke 9:57-62 
1- How has the world and its pleasures been a competitor with the values of the Kingdom of God for you? 
2- Do you care too much about people's opinions, or have you lived a life focused on pleasing Christ? 
3- Do you understand and seek to live a life with a complete focus on obedience to Christ and his desires 
for his church? 
4- At the end of this sermon, and after careful reflection, do you see the importance of living as disciples of 
Christ Jesus and not as his followers? 
 

NOTICES 
 

Encouragement Groups 
Glenfield 

When Every Tuesday, 7:30–9:00 pm 
Where Check with the contact person! 
Contact Tom Wilson 027 785 1332  or  glenfieldgroup@shorepres.org.nz 
 

Torbay/Browns Bay 
When Every Thursday, 7:00-9:00 pm, 
Where 17A Tainui St, Torbay 
Contact Paul Burton 473 0086 or 021 253 0980  or torbaygroup@shorepres.org.nz 
 
Lord’s Supper and Shared Meal (today) 
When: next:  4th of February (first Sunday of every month)   
 
Prayer Meeting—Fortnightly at the Goodenoughs, Sundays at 7:00pm  
Our regular prayer meeting is fortnightly at the Goodenoughs home in Torbay.  We 
will resume after the holidays.  
 
Church Retreat—15-17th of March—Houghton’s Bush Camp, Muriwai 
Praise God for the opportunity of a Church Retreat!  See details below.  Go to the sign-
up link online to sign-up: https://forms.gle/Ph1zjys4tyJi1jBc6 
 

 
5 Benediction: literally, “good word” or “speak well”; a verbal blessing pronounced in God's name by the Pastor, at the 
conclusion of the service, sending us forth from this special time as we continue our lives seeking to know and follow Jesus. 
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When: 4:30 Friday - 3:00 Sunday, 15th-17th of March  (We are allowed usage during this time.  More 
specific times will be available soon.)   

Where: Houghton's Bush Camp (75 Motutara Road, Muriwai Beach)  

Retreat Focus: Discipleship & Personal Ministry  

Cost & Payment:  $60/person.  This includes food and lodging for the whole weekend.  This is priced at a 
loss for the church.  If you would like to give more to offset cost, please do so when making payment.  

You can make a payment for the retreat through bank transfer.  Please designate family name and 
“retreat.”   The Shore Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3059-0631003-00.  

(*We never want money to be a hindrance, so please let one of the elders or deacons know if you or your 
family could use help from the church.)  

*Although we hope that everyone attends for the whole weekend, we realize this may not be possible for 
all.  The day rate is $30 / person.  

Speaker: Pastor Russell will serve as the main speaker for the weekend, seeking to unfold church vision for 
the next stage of Shore Pres.  Others will likely contribute as well.  

Sign Up:  Please sign up by Feb. 4, using the form at this link: https://forms.gle/Ph1zjys4tyJi1jBc6 .          
(The sooner you're able to sign up, the more helpful it will be for planning.)  

More details: We hope that it will be a very fun time to help our church deepen in the Word, in fellowship, 
and in unity of vision.  It is likely that a few friends of the Thomases from the States will visit to help 
prepare for, and serve at the retreat.  Exact weekend schedule will be available closer to the date.   

*Friends from outside our church body are also very welcome, so long as they generally understand and 
comply with the aim of the weekend.  

Serving Opportunities:   Food, setup, after camp clean up, help with babies and kids, music.  Please 
indicate on the sign-up form if there is an area you are interested to help with.  

Accommodation:  There are 86 beds in total, among 15 rooms, so there should be plenty of space.  (Tent 
camping is available if you prefer.)  We will do our best to place family members in one room together, 
especially young families.  

Questions:    Contact Pastor Russell:  0224123460 or russellshorepres@gmail.com 
 
 

Bible Reading Plans for the New Year 
Various Bible reading plans are available for the New Year on the welcome table.   
These are a very helpful tool to help us be in God’s Word regularly.   
 
Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays, 7:00pm, continuing fortnightly (this week) 
Sarah is leading a women’s Bible study, taking a more in-depth, verse by verse look at 
the Gospel of John.  All women are invited.  The study will meet this week.  
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Serving Roster for next Sunday the 14th of January   

SHORE 
KID’S 

LEADER 
CRECHE 

KITCHEN & 
AFTERNOON 

TEA 

OPEN UP 
& FIRE 

WARDEN 

HALL 
SET-UP 

HALL TAKE 
DOWN &  
CLEAN UP 

 

SUPERVISE 
PLAY 

GROUND 
 

TBA Volunteer Grace & Ingrid Dennis 
Dennis & 

Paul 

Dennis, 
Paul, & 

Volunteers 
N/A  

 
 

Silent Prayers for use during the Lord’s Supper 
Prayer of uncertainty   God, I don’t even know if you exist or if I’m just talking to myself. If 
you are real, please help me to come to know you. Open my heart and my mind to consider 
the truth claims of Jesus who is called the Christ.  Help me to see both my need for you and 
how Jesus is the provision for that need. Give me the answers I need and dissolve any 
dishonest objections that I hold to your existence Amen. 
 
Prayer for those searching for truth   Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the 
life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who 
you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to 
the life that you promise. Amen.  
 
Prayer of belief   Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 
believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and 
new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive 
you as my Saviour. Amen. 
 
Prayer of commitment    Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life 
of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one 
with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer for those struggling with sin   Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfilment of 
all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the 
race set before me, looking only to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen. 
 
Prayer for the believer    Father, I come now to your table, to partake of Christ’s body and 
blood in holy communion. I ask that you would search my heart and show me my failings and 
sins so that I may repent and turn to embrace your promises anew. Although I am unworthy, 
you have made me worthy. Though I am a sinner, you have taken away my sins by your very 
own body and blood.  May you be glorified in our partaking of your sacrament. Amen. 
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Church Officers 
Dennis Van Bemmelen, Deacon 

Mobile  021 831 225 
Email  dennis@shorepres.org.nz 

 
Tom Wilson, Elder 

Mobile  027 785 1332 
Email  tom@shorepres.org.nz 

 
Paul Burton, Elder 

Mobile  021 253 0980 
Email  paul@shorepres.org.nz 

 
Russell Thomas, Pastor 
Mobile   022 412 3460 

Email   pastor@shorepres.org.nz 
 

 


