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Welcome to Worship 
 

SUNDAY, 
 5th of November, 2023 

 
The Lord’s Day  

 
Lord’s Supper Service  
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Welcome to Shore Presbyterian Church 
 

New to Church? We do understand that coming to a church meeting can be an 
uncomfortable experience for many people. We don’t want you to feel anxious. Our 
style is relaxed and friendly and nobody will be put on the spot or asked to do 
something unfamiliar. You can simply be here and observe or participate to the 
degree you are comfortable. You do not have to be a Christian; this is an opportunity, 
in a non-threatening environment to learn more about who Jesus is and why we want 
to follow him. If you don’t feel like praying, singing, or even standing up you don’t need 
to, no one will think less of you. We will try to explain some aspects of the meeting as 
we go but we realise that some of our practices may seem strange. If you have any 
questions about why we do any of the things we do please don’t hesitate to ask anyone 
who’s involved with the service.  Our pastor would love to answer any questions you 
have about the service or the message. 
 

Thanks again for joining with us this morning. We hope you find the time to be both 
encouraging and thought provoking. Please join us after the service for coffee, tea 
and snacks.  
 
A Note about Children in Worship  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.”  (Mt. 19:14).  It might be a bit uncommon for children 
to be in worship for the duration of the service in the broader church today, but we 
are glad for them to be present.  There is little of greater importance that learning to 
worship our God.  Our children learn to worship, not by being absent from worship, 
but by being in worship.  It could be stretching or uncomfortable at times for the 
congregation, or especially parents of squirming children.  But we want to keep the big 
picture in view, and as a congregation, support and pray for God’s Word to take deep 
root in the hearts of our children, and by His Spirit, produce fruit for His glory.  We do 
not want to tolerate them, or merely keep our children quiet, but help them see and 
savour Jesus Christ.    
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Call to Worship    Revelation 5:12 & Isaiah 6:3  (Responsive)  
(Call) -  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!  To Him be power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!   
 
(Response) -  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His 
glory!  
 
Song of Adoration & Praise    
Arise My Soul Arise 
Author: Charles Wesley 

Arise, my soul, arise 

Shake off your guilty fears; 
The bleeding sacrifice, 
In my behalf appears; 
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
My name is written on His hands. 
  
He ever lives above, 
For me to intercede; 
His all redeeming love, 
His precious blood, to plead; 
His blood atoned for every race, 
His blood atoned for every race, 
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 

Arise, arise, arise,  
Arise, my soul, arise. 
Arise, arise, arise,  
Arise, my soul, arise. 
Shake off your guilty fears and rise  

 

My God is reconciled; 
His pardoning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child; 
I can no longer fear 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And "Father, Abba, Father," cry. 

Arise, arise, arise,  
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Arise, my soul, arise. 
Arise, arise, arise,  
Arise, my soul, arise. 
Shake off your guilty fears and rise 
 

Confession of Sin   Isaiah 6:4-5 
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 
the house was filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”  
 
Assurance of Grace   Isaiah 6:6-7 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said; “Behold, 
this had touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for Grace  
 
Song of Thanksgiving for Grace   

Before The Throne Of God Above 
Authors: Charitie Lees Bancroft, Vikki Cook 

Before the throne of God above, 
I have a strong, a perfect plea, 
A great high priest whose name is "Love," 

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands, 
My name is written on his heart; 

I know that while in heav'n he stands 

No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 

When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see him there 

Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Saviour died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God, the just, is satisfied 
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To look on him and pardon me. 
To look on him and pardon me. 
  
Behold him there! the risen Lamb, 
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM, 
The King of glory and of grace! 

One with himself I cannot die, 
My soul is purchased by his blood; 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Saviour and my God 

With Christ, my Saviour and my God 

 
Pastoral Prayer with Dedication of Offering 
This will normally include opportunity for you to share things you are thankful for or 
want to ask God for. Although the pastor is the one who prays aloud we can all pray 
together and express in our hearts the things that we want to bring to a gracious God. 
In this way too we practise love and care for one another. 
 
Giving to the Lord is a free will offering from the hearts of those who believe in Jesus 
for salvation. No one will be asked to give; this is simply between you and the Lord. 
Please see footnote for further information about the offering.1 
 
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 6:8-13    (Church Bible p.571) 
 
Kids Message and Prayer for our children  
 
Scripture Reading          John 12:36b-50  (Church Bible p.899) 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
 

 
4 Shore Presbyterian Church Giving Information 
Throughout the Bible the giving of tithes and offerings has always been seen as a part of the believer’s worship to God.  Apart from other charitable giving it’s 
important for Christians to help financially sustain the ministry of the local church they are a part of.  If you wish to become a regular giver at Shore Presbyterian, 
please see our Treasurer Miriam Burden who can provide you with a number so that you can receive a tax receipt at the end of the financial year. There are two 
ways to give: you can place your offering in the box in the entrance. If you wish to receive a tax receipt at the end of the year you can put the offering in an 
envelope with your number on it. You can also give online through automatic deposit.  The Shore Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3059-0631003-
00. Make sure you record your number with the deposit. 
If you have any questions, please talk with an elder or with our Church Treasurer Miriam Burden (imaburden2@gmail.com). 



 6

Message       John 12:36b-50  “Unbelief Explained”  
 

Message outline for your notes, thoughts, questions 
 
Unbelief is …  
 

 Under God’s Sovereignty (v.38-41) 
 
 

 Nurtured by love of the glory of man (v.42-43) 
 
 

 Manifested in an unwillingness to confess Jesus is the Christ (v.42) 
 
 

 A rejection of Jesus’ words (v.47-50) 
 
 

 Deserving of judgment (v.47-48) 
 
 

 
The Lord’s Supper   Who is this for?   Jesus himself has appointed this means 
of remembering His death on the cross and the benefits that come to us. It is an 
opportunity to feed on Him by faith and to be strengthened as His followers. 
Therefore, it is appropriate that only those who are truly Christians should 
participate. That is, those who profess faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord, who are 
baptised into His church and who seek to live obedient lives. If this does not describe 
you, we encourage you not to take the bread or wine but to use the opportunity to 
consider the things you have heard in today’s service and to consider the claims of 
Christ and what they mean for you. You may find some help in one of the prayers 
printed on page 11. If you have questions about these things, please contact one of 
the Elders. 
 
Institution of the Lord’s Supper   1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
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Confession of Faith   Apostles Creed  2 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 3 

The third day He arose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayer at the Lord’s Table    
 
(Song of Reflection)  
(While the elements are served use this song to reflect & quietly draw near to the Lord.)  
Come Thou Fount 
Author: Robert Robinson 
Come Thou Fount of every blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

 
2 The Apostles’ Creed dates to the time shortly after Jesus’ apostles and expresses the core tenets of the faith, held and taught 
by Jesus’ apostles. 
3 There is admittedly some confusion about this phrase in the creed. Calvin and other Reformers affirmed its place and usage.  
It’s best understood to mean that Christ underwent not only a bodily death but experienced the fullness of God’s wrath in order 
to appease and satisfy his justice.  In this way he “descended into hell.”  
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Sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
Mount of God's unchanging love. 
  
Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 
  
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let that grace now like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 
  
O that day when freed from sinning,  
I shall see Thy lovely face;  
Clothed then in blood washed linen  
How I’ll sing Thy sovereign grace;  
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry,  
Take my ransomed soul away;  
Send Thine angels now to carry  
Me to realms of endless day. 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Song of Response    
All I Have Is Christ  
Author: Jordan Kauflin 

I once was lost in darkest night 

Yet thought I knew the way 

The sin that promised joy and life 

Had led me to the grave 

I had no hope that you would own 

A rebel to your will 
And if you had not loved me first 

I would refuse you still 
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But as I ran my hell-bound race 

Indifferent to the cost 

You looked upon my helpless state 

And led me to the cross 

And I beheld God’s love displayed 

You suffered in my place 

You bore the wrath reserved for me 

Now all I know is grace 

Hallelujah! All I have is Christ 

Hallelujah! Jesus is my life (REPEAT) 
 

Now, Lord, I would be yours alone 

And live so all might see 

The strength to follow your commands 

Could never come from me 

Oh Father, use my ransomed life 

In any way you choose 

And let my song forever be 

My only boast is you 

Hallelujah! All I have is Christ 

Hallelujah! Jesus is my life (REPEAT) 

 
BENEDICTION4     Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  
  
 

Encouragement Group Discussion Questions 

Scripture Reading  John 12:36b-50 
1. According to the prophet Isaiah, why did the people still not believe? (v.40, Isaiah 

6:10)?   
2. V. 39 says, “they could not believe.”  How does this fit within your biblical 

understanding of God’s character?  
3. In what ways do you struggle with loving the glory that comes from man?  
4. What can help you be more ready and willing to confess Christ to others?  
5. What will judge individuals on the last day? (v48).  How should this effect how we 

relate to God’s Word?  

 
4 Benediction: literally, “good word” or “speak well”; a verbal blessing pronounced in God's name by the Pastor, at the 
conclusion of the service, sending us forth from this special time as we continue our lives seeking to know and follow Jesus. 
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NOTICES 
 

Encouragement Groups 
Glenfield 

When Every Tuesday, 7:30–9:00 pm 
Where Check with the contact person! 
Contact Tom Wilson 027 785 1332 

Torbay/Browns Bay 
When Every Thursday, 7:00-9:00 pm, 
Where Check with the contact person! 
Contact Paul Burton 473 0086 or 021 253 0980 
 
Lord’s Supper and Shared Meal (Today) 
When: (Today); next 3rd of December (first Sunday of every month)  
 
Prayer Meeting—Fortnightly at the Goodenoughs, Sundays at 7:00pm  
Our regular prayer meeting is fortnightly at the Goodenoughs.  The next three are the 
12th and 26th of November, and 10th of December.  Please ask Paul or Ingrid, or Pastor 
Russell if you need their address.   
 
Church Retreat—15-17th of March—Houghton’s Bush Camp, Muriwai 
Praise God for the opportunity of a Church Retreat!  Mark your calendars, and stay 
tuned for more details to come soon.   
 
Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays, 7:00pm, continuing fortnightly  
Sarah is leading a women’s Bible study, taking a more in-depth, verse by verse look at 
the Gospel of John.  This will be on somewhat of a trial basis. The next two are 16th and 
30th of November.   
 
Serving Roster for next Sunday the 12th November  

SHORE 
KID’S 

LEADER 
CRECHE 

KITCHEN & 
AFTERNOON 

TEA 

OPEN UP 
& FIRE 

WARDEN 

HALL 
SET-UP 

HALL TAKE 
DOWN &  
CLEAN UP 

 

SUPERVISE 
PLAY 

GROUND 
 

TBA Volunteer Nicki Sartori & 
Grace Ng Dennis 

Dennis & 
Santos 
Family 

Dennis, 
Santos 

Family & 
Volunteers 

N/A  
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Silent Prayers for use during the Lord’s Supper 
Prayer of uncertainty   God, I don’t even know if you exist or if I’m just talking to myself. If 
you are real, please help me to come to know you. Open my heart and my mind to consider 
the truth claims of Jesus who is called the Christ.  Help me to see both my need for you and 
how Jesus is the provision for that need. Give me the answers I need and dissolve any 
dishonest objections that I hold to your existence Amen. 
 
Prayer for those searching for truth   Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the 
life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who 
you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons 
for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to 
the life that you promise. Amen.  
 
Prayer of belief   Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 
believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and 
new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive 
you as my Saviour. Amen. 
 
Prayer of commitment    Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life 
of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one 
with your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.  
 
Prayer for those struggling with sin   Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfilment of 
all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living 
bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the 
race set before me, looking only to you, the author and finisher of my faith. Amen. 
 
Prayer for the believer    Father, I come now to your table, to partake of Christ’s body and 
blood in holy communion. I ask that you would search my heart and show me my failings and 
sins so that I may repent and turn to embrace your promises anew. Although I am unworthy, 
you have made me worthy. Though I am a sinner, you have taken away my sins by your very 
own body and blood.  May you be glorified in our partaking of your sacrament. Amen. 
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Pastor Russell Thomas 

Mobile   022 412 3460 
Email   russellshorepres@gmail.com 
PO Box 89076 Torbay Auckland 0742 

shorepres.org.nz 
 


