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Welcome to Worship 
 

SUNDAY 23RD OF DECEMBER 2018 
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Welcome to Shore Presbyterian Church 
 

New to Church? We do understand that coming to a church meeting can 

be an uncomfortable experience for many people. We don’t want you to feel 
anxious. Our style is relaxed and friendly and nobody will be put on the spot 
or asked to do something unfamiliar. You can simply be here and observe or 
participate to the degree you are comfortable. You do not have to be a 
Christian; this is an opportunity, in a non-threatening environment to learn 
more about who Jesus is and why we want to follow him. If you don’t feel like 
praying, singing, or even standing up you don’t need to, no one will think less 
of you. We will try to explain some aspects of the meeting as we go but we 
realise that some of our practices may seem strange. If you have any 
questions about why we do any of the things we do please don’t hesitate to 
ask anyone who’s involved with the service.  Our pastor would love to answer 
any questions you have about the service or the message. 
 

Children’s Ministry - Children are an important part of all we do. 
In the second half of the meeting during the teaching time a program is 
available for children. The children’s group, 3 to 9 years old, will meet in 
Classroom 3. Pre-teens, over 9 years old, will meet in the Crèche room 
opposite the hall entrance. This will be a time of interactive fun and teaching 
at their level so they too can understand the things concerning Jesus. You 
are free as families to send your children to that program or to keep them in 
the main meeting. We encourage children to be part of the main meeting as 
we believe God’s heart for them is large and they too are able to learn the 
great things of the Christian faith. There are worksheets available at the back 
for use during the message if you find this helpful. 
 

Crèche: AREA 1 – This is available for 0 to 2 year olds, during the sermon 
time, in the room on the right hand side of the building directly opposite the 
hall entrance. The person running the crèche will be waiting and available at 
the back of the hall. If they are not there then they will already be serving in 
the crèche room. AREA 2 - The back part of the meeting room also has a child-
friendly area where parents can feel a little more relaxed with their small 
children but still join in the worship. 
 

Thanks again for joining with us this morning. We hope you find the time to 
be both encouraging and thought provoking. Please join us after the service 
for coffee, tea and snacks.   
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Call to Worship   Matthew 1:21-231 
21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 
 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

 
Prayer of adoration, approach and confession 
 
Songs of Adoration2 & Praise   What Child Is This 

Author: William C. Dix 

What Child is this who laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste haste to bring Him laud 
The babe the son of Mary 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding 
Good Christian fear for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading 
Nails spear shall pierce Him through 
The cross be borne for me for you 
Hail hail the Word made flesh 
The Babe the Son of Mary 
 
So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 
Come peasant, king to own Him 
The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

                                                 
1 All passages of Scripture taken from the English Standard Version. 
2Adoration: the act of paying honour, as to a divine being; worship; reverent homage; fervent and devoted love. 
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Raise raise the song on high 
The virgin sings her lullaby 
Joy, joy for Christ is born 
The babe the son of Mary 

 
Joy to the World 
Author: Isaac Watts 
Joy to the world the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders, of his love. 

 
Mission Spot Report from Fiji Mission Trip: 

Emilia Burton and Callum Boyd 
 
Awarding of Grace Theological College Certificates 
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Sharing Time 
An opportunity to share with each other the things we are thankful to 
the Lord for and/or our hopes and prayers for the future. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
This will normally include opportunity for you to share things you are 
thankful for or want to ask God for. Though the Pastor is the one who 
prays aloud we can all pray together and express in our hearts the things 
that we want to bring to a gracious God. In this way, too, we practise 
love and care for one another. 
 
Song of Praise   Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Author: John Wesley 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored; 
Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time, behold him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lay his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die. 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Song of preparation for hearing God’s Word    
Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming 

Author: Anonymous 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, 

As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright,  
Amidst the cold of winter, 
When half spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it,    
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright, He gave to us a Saviour, 
When half spent was the night. 
 
The shepherds heard the story 

Proclaimed by angels bright, 
How Christ, the Lord of glory  
Was born on earth this night. 
To Bethlehem they sped 
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And in the manger found Him, 
As angel heralds said. 
This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness everywhere; 
True man, yet very God,  
From sin and death He saves us, 
And lightens every load. 

 
Scripture Reading   Isaiah 9:1-7 (Church Bible p573) 

 
Dedication of offering and prayer for children 
Giving to the Lord is a free will offering from the hearts of those who 
believe in Jesus for salvation. No one will be asked to give; this is simply 
between you and the Lord. That is why we have a box by the door. Please 
see endnote (p13) for further information about the offering. 
 
Message Isaiah 9:1-7   “There IS Light” 
 

There are worksheets at the back for children if you wish during the 
message 
 

Message outline for your notes, thoughts, questions, next page 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
I. TRYING TO MAKE OUR OWN LIGHT 
 

A. Genesis 3 – the tragedy of tragedies 
 
B. Why the darkness? Isaiah 8:22 
 
C. The darkness continues – Romans 1 
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D. And darkness will come 
 

 
II. INEXHAUSTIBLE GRACE 
 

A. Cannot make our own light 
 
B. IT IS GIVEN 

 
C. IT IS JESUS! 
 
 

III. WHAT MANNER OF CHILD 
 

A. The promised new age of peace 
 
B. His character 

 
C. How peace will come 
 

1. A child 
 
2. A cross 

 
CONCLUSION Embrace the light 
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Closing Song   Silent Night 

Author: Joseph Mohr 

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
’Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing: “Alleluia, 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!” 

 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

BENEDICTION3 
  

                                                 
3 Benediction: literally, “good word” or “speak well”; a verbal blessing pronounced in God's name by the Pastor, at 
the conclusion of the service, sending us forth from this special time as we continue our lives seeking to know and 
follow Jesus. 
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NOTICE PAGES 
 

Encouragement Groups 
 

Torbay 
 

When Sunday evenings, 6:30 pm 
Where Boyd’s home, 15 Summit Drive Torbay 
Contact Pastor Pete 473 9390 or 021 0367 957 
Note  Meets for bring & share lunch, last Sunday of the month 

Please note: this lunch has been brought forward this month to the 23rd. 
If you can make it, please bring something a “little bit Christmassy!” 

Also, please note: this group will be in recess after the 23rd of December 
and will resume on the 20th of January. 

 

Pinehill 
 

When Thursdays – 1st, 3rd (and 5th) of the month, 6:30 pm 
Where Bruners’ home, 18A Ballymore Drive Pinehill 
Contact Pastor Dave 022 477 4978 
 

Lord’s Supper and Fellowship Meal 
 

When 1st Sunday of the month, next: 6th of January 
 

Prayer Meeting 
 

Note: The prayer meeting will be in recess until the 9th of January. 
 

Kid’s Ministry 
 

Note: Sunday morning Kid’s Ministry will be in recess until the New Year. 
 

Short-Term Mission Opportunity 
 

Needed, people who can use a shovel, swing a hammer and lay concrete. We 
are planning a trip to Japan in April next year to help at the church that Sophia 
is going to be working at. 
Interested? Please see Malcolm or email malcattasker@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:malcattasker@gmail.com
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Shore Pres Church Camp 
 

What A weekend away to rest, deepen our relationships and grow in 
the Lord. 

Where Campbell Park Christian Camp, Mangawhai Heads 
When Friday 15th to Sunday 17th of February 2019 

Please note your diaries 
 

Christmas at Shore Pres 
 

o Christmas Morning, 9 am, “The Gift that keeps on giving” 
 

Church Picnic 
 

What Church fellowship picnic for those who are around. 
BYO Lunch and/or refreshments 

When Thursday 27th of December, anytime from 12 noon 
Where Long Bay Beach far Northern end next to Site Number 5 
 

New Year’s Eve BBQ  
 

What The Grants are hosting another New Year’s Eve hangout for 
anyone in town who would like to come over for a BBQ! 

BYO Meat, drink and a salad/vegetable dish to share. 
If you have a deck chair to spare, it might be handy…. 

When Around 5pm, Monday 31 December. 
Where Ian and Christine’s, 2/32 Sea Vista Ave, Beach Haven 
 

Saturday Shared lunch 
 

What The church family are invited to a shared lunch at the Paddicks. 
BYO drinks and a plate to share 

When 12:30 pm, Saturday, 5th of January. 
Where 1/118 Browns Bay Road, Browns Bay 
 

Summer Program 
 

Pastor Pete will be away for the Sundays of the 30th of December and 
the 6th of January 
 

• 30th of December  Ian Grant preaching 

• 6th of January  Ian Grant preaching 
Lord’s Supper but no fellowship lunch 
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Serving Roster for next Sunday the 30th of December 

SHORE 
KID’S 

LEADER 

CRECHE 
KITCHEN & 
MORNING 

TEA 

OPEN UP 
& FIRE 

WARDEN 

HALL 
SET-UP 

HALL TAKE 
DOWN &  
CLEAN UP 

 

SUPERVISE 
PLAY 

GROUND 
 

TBA Volunteer 
Ariel 

Wilson 
Dennis van 
Bemmelen 

Dennis, 
Tom and 

Carl 
Volunteers Volunteers 

4 

 
  

                                                 
Shore Presbyterian Church Giving Information 
Throughout the Bible the giving of tithes and offerings has always been seen as a part of the believer’s worship to 
God.  Apart from other charitable giving it’s important for Christians to help financially sustain the ministry of the 
local church they are a part of.  If you wish to become a regular giver at Shore Presbyterian, please see our Treasurer 
Cathy Tasker who can provide you with a number so that you can receive a tax receipt at the end of the financial 
year. There are two ways to give: you can place your offering in the box in the entrance. If you wish to receive a tax 
receipt at the end of the year you can put the offering in an envelope with your number on it. You can also give 
online through automatic deposit.  The Shore Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3059-0631003-00. 
Make sure you record your number with the deposit. 
If you have any questions, please talk with Pastor Peter Boyd (021 0367 957 or petethepastor@shorepres.org.nz) 
or with our church Treasurer Cathy Tasker (cathytasker@gmail.com). 

mailto:cathytasker@gmail.com


 14 

Some of the basic commitments of Shore Pres for your interest 
(more available on the website: shorepres.org.nz) 

 

We want to be a community of grace. The Church has not always represented Jesus 
well; sometimes it has been harsh and hurtful. Often people are struggling with great 
hurts in life as well as great questions and doubts. We desire to be a community that 
provides acceptance and allows for time to heal and room to work through doubts and 
fears as we all learn together from the grace and wisdom that Jesus offers. 

 

We want to love and to serve. One of the great joys of being a Christian is in knowing 
how much Jesus, who is God, has loved and served us. So in response we seek to love 
and serve others, both within the Christian community and into the community in which 
we live. We hope that the warmth of our Sunday meetings expresses something of that 
Jesus kind of love. 

 

We want to worship. We are committed to meeting to worship God for His glory and 
grace and that our gathered worship is the high point of our lives. We also believe that 
worship extends to every part of our lives and our daily pursuits and that we serve and 
honour Him in all that we do. We are committed to corporate worship that embraces 
and respects those who may not yet believe. For that reason we try to practice a worship 
that is orderly and understandable; and that does not demand any more involvement 
than a visitor is willing or able to give. 

 

We want to be missional. That is to say we don’t believe we exist as Christians for our 
own sake. Rather Christ has commanded and modelled for us a way of life marked by 
neighbour love. We are to do good in the world and to care for our culture and our 
communities. We are to serve Him where we worship, where we work, where we study, 
where we live, even where we play. We also believe that the Good News of sins forgiven 
and everlasting life through the death and resurrection of Jesus is the message that 
everyone needs to hear. 

 

We believe the Bible. That is to say, we believe that the Bible is the Word of God and 
that that is where God speaks authoritatively. The Bible is the place to find answers to 
the great questions of life. So the Bible takes central place in our worship, our gatherings 
and in our lives. 

 

We believe the Gospel. We believe the Good News that Jesus is the Son of God who 
died and rose again to bring us into an eternal relationship with God through the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 

We believe in Jesus. We believe that the man Jesus was born of a virgin and is the Son of 
God, that He lived a fully obedient life and gave His life as a substitute on the cross to pay 
the penalty for our sins so that we could be forgiven, declared righteous in Him and live 
forever with Him in a new heaven and a new earth. We believe He rose from the dead 
and reigns now and will come again in victory. 
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We are Confessional. We also hold to a statement of beliefs called the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. It is secondary to the Bible but helpfully sets out in ordered form 
what we believe the Bible teaches on important doctrines. Elders and pastors vow 
commitment to that confession at their ordination. 

 

We are Presbyterian. This relates particularly to our form of government. Local church 
is led by elders who conform to biblical standards for leadership and are elected by the 
congregation who desire their spiritual care and oversight. Elders from a number of local 
churches also serve in regional bodies called Presbytery, which also provides wider 
wisdom and help to the local congregations. The Church leadership also meets once a 
year in a national assembly to consult on matters of importance to the whole church. 

 

We are Reformed. Our doctrinal standards reflect something of the theology of the 
Reformation in Europe and Great Britain which revived a number of key biblical 
commitments: Scripture alone, salvation through faith alone, by grace alone, through 
Christ alone for the glory of God alone. The Reformed faith has a strong sense of the 
sovereignty of God over the world, its people and its history, and calls for us to submit 
to His sovereignty in our own lives. This we gladly do since we believe the biblical view 
is the only one that makes sense of reality. 
 

We are Complementarian. We take seriously what the Bible teaches about the creation 
of men and women, that they equally bear the image and likeness of God and are equal 
in dignity and worth. We also believe the Bible teaches unique roles for men and women 
which are not about status but about finding fulfilment in serving God in the ways He has 
designed. 
 

We are Covenantal. We believe that God in Christ makes a commitment to His people 
which the Bible calls a covenant. It expresses His abiding faithfulness to His promises and 
calls us also to our responsibility in the covenant arrangement to be obedient and faithful. 
In particular the Bible teaches that God makes a commitment to Christian families which 
give great spiritual privileges to the children and remind them that they have great 
responsibility to walk in the faith of their parents which is their spiritual inheritance, and 
that to rebel brings greater judgement. We believe that children should receive the 
blessing of baptism because of the position they have before God. 
 

User warning: It’s a little risky to state right up front what we believe. Such things can be 
open to misunderstanding or simply viewed as arrogant. Nevertheless not stating them is 
just as problematical since it leaves people in the dark about what we are committed to. 
And the bottom line is that for the church to be the church it is significantly committed to 
something. That being said, please recognise that these are simple statements for ease 
of reading. They cannot answer all the questions they may create. Those discussions are 
left to other opportunities – like visiting with us to hear more or by contacting Peter our 
pastor to discuss them. 
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PASTOR PETER BOYD 

Office   473 9390 Mobile   021 0367 957 
Email   petethepastor@shorepres.org.nz 

PO Box 89076 Torbay Auckland 0742 

shorepres.org.nz 
Ask questions: shorepres.org.nz/connect 


